Girlhood in the Germany of the Kaiser
of my work so that finally my employer tried me
on another job, somewhat more interesting. Not
only was more responsible work given to me, but
my very small salary was increased several times.
I was lucky to be promoted rather than discharged !
But I overcame the disappointment of the first
year after many secret tears. I could not permit
anyone to learn of my unhappiness and perhaps
inform my family, who would be only too ready to
gloat over my failure. And soon I was able to work
out a new philosophy of life. Its main idea was :
" Life begins when business life is over/5 In those
days, however, that meant that life started only at
eight or nine o'clock in the evening.
Although I could not find business activity fasci-
nating, I finally developed some ambition. The
firm met it with understanding and finally put me
in charge of the mortgage department, thus en-
trusting to a very young girl employee negotiations
with contractors who came to seek money and
mortgages for new buildings, dealings with the
official appraiser, and correspondence with the mort-
gage banks. My employers showed more confidence
in me than my parents had shown, and they gave
me a considerable amount of independence in my
work. Later they added to my duties important
tasks concerned with publicity.
It was certainly not my personal experience with
employers that set me on the road I later chose.
My relations with them were always friendly, a
factor that may have helped to form a philosophy
free of any feeling of rancour towards individuals.
From the very first I was offered a great manv